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CONCLUSION	Because	the	Pantheon	is	one	of	the	most	well	preserved	buildings	from	antiquity,	it	is	important	to	look	at	the	Pantheon’s	place	across	history.	Whatever	the	Pantheon’s	original	purpose,	which	is	still	a	mystery,	its	meaning	has	changed	over	time.	The	main	purpose	of	the	Pantheon	is	believed	to	have	been	as	a	temple	or	place	of	pagan	worship	that	was	then	converted	to	a	space	for	Christian	worship.		The	first	Pantheon	was	built	at	the	beginning	of	the	Roman	Empire	by	Agrippa.	It	was	burnt	down	by	a	fire	in	80	A.D.,	and	struck	by	lightning	in	110	A.D.	Because	the	first	Pantheon	was	burnt	down,	there	is	limited	knowledge	known	about	its	original	purpose,	even	though	it	is	now	such	a	prominent	building	in	Rome.	As	we	have	observed,	however,	the	location	of	the	first	Pantheon	was	the	same	as	the	location	that	it	has	had	throughout	its	subsequent	history.	Its	central	location	on	the	Campus	Martius	allowed	for	it	to	have	maximum	interaction	with	the	people	of	Rome.	Cassius	Dio	explains	that	the	word	Pantheon	means,	“all	gods,”	and	what	he	believes	the	Pantheon	was	likely	a	place	for	worshipping	all	gods,	because	of	its	celestial	symbolism	and	the	multitude	of	statues	in	it.	For	this	reason,	I	looked	at	the	arguments	for	whether	the	Pantheon	was	in	fact	a	temple.	Dio,	as	an	ancient	source,	provides	a	strong	piece	of	evidence	for	the	Pantheon	having	been	a	temple,	but	I	compared	this	to	how	Roman	religion	was	practiced	and	how	it	would	have	been	impossible	to	identify	omens	as	deriving	from	specific	gods	if	multiple	gods	were	housed	and	worshipped	there.	I	also	discussed	how	the	Pantheon	was	a	representation	of	a	turning	point	in	Rome’s	ancient	history,	because	it	was	built	under	Augustus,	specifically	by	Agrippa,	as	part	of	his	wider	building	program.	This	
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building	project	helped	raise	morale	among	the	people	and	the	reason	why	the	Pantheon	could	not	be	called	the	“Augusteum”	was	because	of	the	impact	Julius	Caesar’s	assassination	had	on	the	presentation	of	Roman	rulers	in	the	city	of	Rome.	Overall,	the	Pantheon	played	a	large	role	in	symbolizing	a	shift	in	government	for	the	people	of	Rome,	and	there	is,	as	a	result,	evidence	for	both	and	against	its	status	as	a	temple.		Following	this	discussion,	I	looked	at	the	arguably	the	most	prominent	period	in	the	Pantheon’s	history,	which	is	when	the	Pantheon	that	is	still	standing	today	was	built.	By	looking	at	the	Pantheon’s	reconstruction	and	refurbishment	by	multiple	emperors,	we	were	able	to	observe	the	important	and	critical	place	that	the	Pantheon	had	in	history.	In	light	of	this,	it	is	indeed	interesting	that	there	are	no	written	records	of	what	the	Pantheon	was	used	for	in	history.	In	particular,	I	looked	at	the	debate	that	surrounds	who	built	the	Pantheon	that	stands	today	and	conclude	that	it	had	been	begun	by	Trajan	and	finished	by	Hadrian.	I	also	built	on	the	argument	of	whether	the	Pantheon	was	a	temple	or	not	by	looking	at	the	architecture	of	the	building.	The	dome,	oculus,	and	overall	vast	size	of	the	building	represent	an	architectural	feat	of	the	time	and	an	advancement	for	the	Romans.	I	also	found	that	the	materials	used,	specifically,	the	marble,	represented	the	vast	size	of	the	empire	and	served	to	demonstrate	the	wealth	and	power	Rome	held	over	its	territories.	Looking	at	the	architectural	aspects	of	the	Pantheon,	I	concluded	that	they	appear	to	have	had	religious	elements,	but	the	absence	of	an	altar,	which	is	one	of	the	pieces	that	prevents	us	from	proving	that	the	Pantheon	was	originally	constructed	as	a	temple.	To	balance	this	argument,	I	looked	at	other	ancient	sources	
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that	describe	that	the	building’s	use	for	government	purposes	by	Hadrian.	I	also	talked	about	how	inspiration	for	the	Pantheon’s	unique	appearance	was	drawn	from	many	different	buildings	and	how	Romans	would	have	interacted	with	the	Pantheon	in	different	ways,	depending	upon	who	was	emperor	at	the	time.		To	conclude	our	historical	tour,	I	analyzed	how	the	Pantheon	is	one	of	the	most	well-preserved	buildings	from	antiquity	because	it	was	converted	to	a	church.	The	building	was	converted	by	Boniface	IV	to	the	Church	of	Virgin	St	Mary	and	All	Martyrs.	Even	though	the	Pantheon	was	still	looted	at	times	after	its	conversion	to	a	church,	its	conversion	provided	a	layer	of	protection	to	the	building.	As	a	church,	the	Pantheon	was	restored	multiple	times	throughout	history	under	the	guidance	of	Popes.	I	also	looked	at	the	important	differences	between	the	Pantheon	in	antiquity,	as	a	likely	Pagan	temple,	compared	to	its	use	now	as	a	Christian	church.	I	looked	at	how	Mary	and	Jesus,	on	the	one	hand,	Venus	and	Mars,	on	the	other,	are	almost	complete	opposites	of	each	other,	and	how	the	altar,	that	would	have	been	outside	the	Pantheon	in	antiquity,	if	there	had	been	one,	is	now	inside	the	Pantheon	for	Christian	worship.	And,	finally,	I	talked	about	how	the	Pantheon,	as	the	largest	concrete	dome	ever	built,	has	continued	to	live	on	and	serve	as	an	inspiration.	It	has	is	an	architectural	feat	that	has	influenced	not	only	buildings	in	antiquity,	but	buildings	throughout	history	to	the	present	day.	Its	shape	is	a	representation	of	power,	and	in	many	respects	a	power	that	carries	with	it	a	religious	aspect.		
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